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Concerning the reservation for a marine hospital at Honolulu. 

Washington, D. C, March 7, 1900. 

Sir : Referring to your letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the reser- 
vation of lands for the United States Marine Hospital upon the island 
of Oahu, Hawaiian Islands, lying to the eastward of Puowaina, or the 
Punch Bowl Hill, established by Executive order dated January 5, 
1900, 1 beg to state that the United States Marine- Hospital Service will 
be entitled to use, for the purpose for which such reservation was estab- 
lished, all the lands embraced therein, notwithstanding the action of 
the Hawaiian Government executive on or about June 1, 1899, setting 
apart a portion thereof for the use of the Ladies' Hospital Flower 
Society of Honolulu. See opinions of the Attorney-General respecting 
the disposition of public lands in Hawaii, dated September 9, 1899, and 
November 21, 1899, respectively. 

E. A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

PLAGUE PROPHYLACTIC AND TREATMENT. 

[American Journal of Medical Sciences. March, 1900.] 

The use of the Saffkine prophylactic. 

Mr. James Cantlie states that Haffkine's vaccine has been carefully 
tested, and tens of thousands of persons have been inoculated with it. 
The dose for prophylactic purposes is from one- half to three-quarters of 
a drachm. The symptoms which result from the inoculation are head- 
ache, nausea, lassitude, fever amounting to about 101° P., and swelling 
and pain in the inoculated part. AH these effects pass off in a couple of 
days. By this injection the case mortality has been reduced one-half 
and a really valuable agency has been added to our armamentarium. 
The length of time the inoculation renders a person immune has not 
yet been ascertained, but this is known, that the inoculated individual 
is practically safe while the epidemic is raging, viz, from four to seven 
months. Segregation, isolation, and disinfection are the means adopted 
when this disease breaks out in a community. In medicinal treatment 
symptoms must be the guide. 

Medicinal treatment. 

Initial constipation with slight icterus calls for five grains of calomel, 
but in the intestinal type of the disease free purgation is not devoid of 
danger. The buboes may be poulticed, chiefly with the idea of reliev- 
ing pain. The substance of the gland may be injected with a minim or 
two of carbolic acid, solutions of mercuric chloride, or potassium iodide 
or surgical methods adopted. None of these modes of treatment has 
yielded such measure of success as to recommend themselves highly. 
To combat the tendency to heart failure, the usual drugs are indicated : 
Digitalis, strophanthus, musk, camphor, ammonium carbonate and alco- 
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hol. High temperature is to be treated by phenacetin in preference to 
either acetanilid or antipyrin. Delirium is to be relieved by sponging 
the body with warm water, cold application to the head, and hyoscine, 
one one-hundredth of a grain, given hypodermatically. 

The curative serum of Yersin has met with but little success in China 
and India, but in Oporto it reduced the mortality to nil. 

The Practitioner, 1899, Vol. LXIII, page 522. 

A case of plagve in San Francisco, Cal. 

March 7 press dispatches from San Francisco stated that the body of 
a Chinaman was removed on March 6 from the basement of the Globe 
Hotel to the rooms of a Chinese undertaker, and that assistant police 
surgeon, Dr. Wilson, reported the case to Health Officer O'Brien as 
suspicious of bubonic plague. Surgeon Gassaway was wired to keep 
the Bureau informed, and the following is the telegraphic corre- 
spondence : 

San Fbancisco, Cal., March 8, 1900. 

Local board of health meeting was invited to participate. Glands 
from suspected plague submitted by board to Kinyoun for examination, 
and Kinyoun inoculated monkeys, rats, and rabbits. Chinatown, 12 
blocks, cordoned; street cars stopped, but to be allowed to run to- 
morrow under strict rule 'of no passengers allowed outside cars and 
each car disinfected daily. Dwelling and undertaker's shop of sus- 
pected case has been formaldehyded. Informed board that you had 
directed us to give all assistance at city and county hospital. Situation 
thus far well in hand, apparently. Board promises to keep us informed, 
Can not learn antecedents of cases yet. Best of feeling between board 
and us. 

Gassaway, 
Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Which was answered as follows : 

Washington, D. C, March 8, 1900. 
In case suspected cases prove to be plague, make following sugges- 
tions to local board of health : All inhabi tacts of Chinatown to be 
treated with the Haff kine prophylactic or antipest serum, the Haff kine 
prophylactic to be used except in those cases known or supposed to 
have been directly exposed to plague, when the antipest serum pro- 
phylactic dose should be given. The Haff kine prophylactic dose is 
but 1 cubic centimeter and immunizes for an indefinite period of prob- 
ably several months. The antipest serum immunizing dose is from 5 to 
10 cubic centimeters and immunizes for a period of probably fifteen 
days. The curative dose of the antipest serum is, on the average, 120 
eubic centimeters ; during the first forty-eight hours of the disease in 
doses of from 20 to 40 cubic centimeters. For carrying out this plan, 
there are now in San Francisco 200 bottles of antipest serum, each con- 
taining 20 cubic centimeters, and 300 bottles were expressed to you 
yesterday. There are also 130 tubes of Haff kine prophylactic, contain- 
ing 1,950 doses. This supply is sufficient for a good beginning. Day 
after to-morrow we can express to you 13,000 doses of Half kine and, in 
all probability, 10,000 doses weekly thereafter. Impress upon the 
board of health that these broad measures are urged not so much 
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through apprehension of immediate great danger, but rather to quickly 
prevent a lodgment of the disease or establishment of endemic focus, 
causing occasional outbreaks which might be apprehended throughout 
a year. Furthermore, it is deemed by the Bureau that sulphur is 
preferable as a disinfecting agent for plague, because of its germicidal 
effect, and it will kill rats and other vermin which formaldehyd fails 
to do. Send copy of this to Kinyoun. 

Wyman, 

Surgeon- General. 

San Fbanoisco, Cal., March 8, 1900. 
Eeliable information that patient suspected of plague had been in city 
continuously fifteen years, and for last six months under treatment for 
specific disease. Past month was laid up with * * * cystitis, and 
bubo of the groin $ .probable cause of death congestion of lung and 
pneumonia. Six suspected plague in Chinatown to-day. Case reported 
by me in the city and county hospital not plague. 

Gassaway, 

Surgeon. 

Angel Island, Cal., March 11, 1900. 
Completed examination. Specimens dead Chinese demonstrate plague. 
No further history obtainable. Evidently ambulant case. Board of 
health with Gassaway had meeting here to-day. 

Kinyoun, 

Surgeon. 

San Fbanoisco, Cal., March 11, 1900. 
The local board of health called a meeting at San Francisco Quaran- 
tine to-day, inviting Dr. Kinyoun and self. Bat and 2 guinea pigs died 
to day eighty- four hours after inoculation. Monkey very ill. Diagno- 
sis of plague confirmed by bacteriological examination by Dr. Kinyoun. 
The local board of health will call a second meeting of mayor, Chinese 
consul-general, president commercial bodies, press representatives, Dr. 
Kinyoun and myself for to-night. Will wire again. Serum received 
from Long. 

Gassaway, 

Surgeon. 

San Fbanoisco, Cal., March 14, 1900. 
There is nothing new to report. There is a better feeling prevailing. 
Local board of health has 30 men inspecting Chinatown, ordering 
inhabitants to clean up premises. Chinese consul-general assisting by 
obliging Chinamen to procure disinfectants ordered by inspectors and 
cleaning dwellings. Local board of health has no money, and of 100 
volunteer medical men asked for about 10 only responded. Most of the 
local authorities working gratuitously, as salaries cut off on account of 
no funds. Kinyoun' s monkey died yesterday. Necropsy confirms 
diagnosis of plague. Local board of health requires certificate from 
Caucasian physician and necropsy of every suspicious case before grant- 
ing burial permit. No new cases. 

Gassaway, 
Surgeon, U. S. M. JET. S. 
The Subgbon-Genebal, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



